
A BEARY BUSY SUMMER
By Janet Dalton

As of our last newsletter, there were three cubs in 
residence; #202 (Bonnie Blue), #203 (Ridgeway) 
from North Carolina, and #204 (Marvin) from 

Greene County, Tennessee. After a rough start, #204 
(Marvin) joined the two North Carolina cubs in the outdoor 
acclimation pen. The first introduction didn’t go well and 
204 struggled. The curators noticed he wasn’t gaining 
weight and the decision was made to remove him and put 
him in a pen alone until he was healthier. 204 proved to be 
the curators’ nemesis. He was a very picky eater; refusing to 
drink formula no matter how the curators tried to flavor it 
or make it more appealing. Instead, he preferred only Greek 
yogurt, grapes, and applesauce. He LOVED applesauce. 
It wasn’t long before 204 was on his way to becoming a 
chubby cub and was able to rejoin 202 and 203. The second 
introduction went well and a trio was formed. On June 
4th, the three cubs became the first cubs to be released into 
one of the new Wild Enclosures. 204, who had caused the 
curators so much worry, promptly climbed a tree and began 
to eat leaves and insects. In fact, he emerged as the leader 

among the threesome with 202 and 203 following his lead. 
The curators had previously questioned whether or not 204 
would eventually be releasable due to his picky eating habits 
and slow growth, but he had the last laugh and left Curator 
Coy and Curator Janet scratching their heads!

On May 20th, ABR received a call about a yearling who 
was hanging out at a dumpster at an elementary school. The 
yearling male was hungry and with the soft mast not yet 
available, he was developing some very bad habits in his quest 
for food. TWRA transported the 58.5 lb. bear to ABR for 
admittance until the summer berries were ripe. Bear #205 
(Woody) was placed in an enclosure alone and proved to be 
very elusive during his stay. He was rarely seen and curators 
only got occasional glimpses of him. 205 proved to be a very 
good bear with good defensive behavior: huffing, blowing, 
and retreating quickly if he saw, heard, or smelled one of 
the curators. 205 was the first yearling since 2012 (#186 
Colton) and was a very handsome bear. He was released on 
July 20th after 61 days of care at ABR weighing 117 lbs. He 
had doubled his weight during his stay. We wish him well 
and hope he lives a long, happy life.
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by DiAnne Wilson, Volunteer Coordinator

If you love black bear cubs and enjoy working toward 
a common goal with other dedicated Volunteers, ABR 
has a job for you... a Volunteer job, that is! ABR’s great 
volunteer group, Betty’s Bears, is vital to the life of this 
growing organization. We are very grateful for our awesome 
volunteers and we welcome interested individuals who’d like 
to join us in our mission to promote the health and well-
being of all black bears. You may complete an Application 
on our newly designed webpage, appalachianbearrescue.
org. There you will find Volunteer openings in several areas 
of interest:

STAFFING Volunteers are given the opportunity to 
work at our new Visitor/Education Center in Townsend, 
which is currently open MWFSa from 10:00 am-2:00pm.

EDUCATION Volunteers present K-8 school programs 
and assist at Education tables for community events such as 
Wilderness WIldlife Week, Cosby Festival, UT School of 
Veterinary Medicine Open House, etc.

DONATION JAR workers display and service ABR 
donation jars in businesses from Blount, Sevier and Knox 
County.

OUTREACH involves assisting at ABR booths that 
distribute bear safety tips and ABR logo merchandise; 
helping at events such as Bear Splashes, Spring and Fall 
Festivals; Cubs for Kids; Ben & Jerry’s Free Cone Day, etc.

FUNDRAISING provides opportunities to help raise 
much-needed funds for the cubs through various methods 
such as an annual Auction event, raffle tickets sales, etc.

CONSTRUCTION/FACILITIES Volunteers use skills 
in carpentry, plumbing, electrical, landscaping and more, 
working mostly out-of-doors;

DISPLAY/DECORATION consists of a Set-Up/Take-
Down Team for ABR Events and decoration for Bear 
Necessities Auction, Parade Floats, Exhibits and more

TECH SUPPORT assists in creating ABR cub videos/

We hope you enjoy this newsletter. Any donation, large or small, helps ABR to continue 
helping the orphaned bear cubs. Thank you so much for all your generous support.

http://appalachianbearrescue.org/giving/donations/

slideshows, audio/visual programs, data entry, spreadsheets.
In addition to these specific areas, ABR Volunteers attend 

regular Betty’s Bears‘ meetings, have on-site Work Days 
when there are no cubs present, pick in-season fruit used 
to feed cubs, and represent ABR cubs at community events. 
Although Volunteers have no direct contact with cubs in 
ABR’s care, we have the intrinsic reward of knowing that 
we are helping support the magnificent black bear species.

If you live within a 100-mile radius of Townsend, 
Tennessee, and are willing to volunteer on many Fridays 
and Saturdays, we’d like to talk to you about the possibility 
of becoming a Betty’s Bear. Simply fill out the Volunteer 
Application on the website and mail to ABR Volunteer 
Coordinator, P.O. Box 364, Townsend, TN 37882 or email 
to skyangeldianne@gmail.com.

Kim Delozier Honored 
by North Carolina 
Wildlife Federation
ABR is proud to have Kim Delozier as our Science 

Advisor. He is very knowledgeable about black bears, 
and has offered his expertise whenever we call on 
him. We were very glad to see that he was awarded 
the title of Wildlife Conservationist of the Year by the 
North Carolina Wildlife Federation. This is how the 
award was announced by the organization:

Wildlife Conservationist of the Year
Kim DeLozier

DeLozier retired from the Great Smoky Mountains 
National park in 2010 after 32 rewarding years of 
service in wildlife management. During his career, 
Kim’s involvement primarily focused on nuisance black 
bear management, wild hog control, white tailed deer 
management, small animal management (skunks, 
raccoons, bats), and reintroduction efforts for elk, 
peregrine falcons, river otters, and red wolves. Kim 
currently works for the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation 
as Conservation Program Manager for the eastern U.S.
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A BEARY BUSY SUMMER (Continued From page 1)

On June 20th, a very dehydrated, emaciated, and 
exhausted cub was found in the middle of a road on a very hot 
day in Carter County, Tennessee. The cub had been chased 
by dogs and the sow was nowhere around. They tiny male 
cub, weighing just 12 lbs., was transported directly to the 
University of Tennessee College of Veterinary Medicine 
for examination. He was so dehydrated that he could 
not lift his head and the prognosis was not good. After 
receiving fluids, steroids, and antibiotics, bear #206, 
named Carter, was taken to ABR where Curator Janet 
observed him throughout the night. He was so severely 
dehydrated that he had several neurological issues; 
walking backwards, vision problems, slow response 
to stimuli, and an unsteady gait. Although the fluids 
and good nutrition perked him up after a few days, the 
curators were still concerned about his vision. After almost 
2 weeks in confinement, 206 demonstrated a new troubling 
behavior…pacing. Cubs who have already experienced a 
natural habitat are very unhappy when confined. 206 did 
not understand the chain link fence, which allowed him to 
see green grass and trees, but prevented him from reaching 
them. Although he had a few more days of antibiotic 
treatment left, it became clear to Coy and Janet that 206 
needed to be released into the Wild Enclosure. He had a 
very healthy appetite and had demonstrated good climbing 
skills, but there were still questions about possible vision 
problems. After consulting with Dr. Brynn McCleery at 
UTCVM, the decision was made to release him into the 
Wild Enclosure and observe him closely. Curator Janet 
said that second only to an actual final release, 206’s release 
into the Wild Enclosure was one of the most rewarding 
moments she has experienced as a curator. Coy and Janet 
watched in amazement as the cub that wasn’t expected 

to live, climbed the tallest 
tree in the enclosure and 
went straight to the top. 
In her book, Smiling 
Bears, Else Poulsen 

wrote, “Bears smile like humans do, with each side of 
the mouth turned up, but they smile for bear reasons of 
self-satisfaction.” When #206 was released into the wild 
enclosure, he was a happy little bear, and the curators said 
he appeared to be smiling from ear to ear as he surveyed his 
new (temporary) home from the treetops. Until recently, 
206 has been a loner, mostly keeping to himself and staying 
up in the treetops. He has a full jet-black coat of fur and is 
the most beautiful of all the cubs in residence.

Occasionally a cub that has received national attention 
arrives at ABR. On July 9th, ABR experienced a first – a cub 
that was rescued in a raft! After several days of observing a 
small, starving cub on the bank of the Nolichucky River, a 
river raft guide rescued her. Can you imagine rafting down 
the Nolichucky River with a bear cub in your raft? Pictures 
of the rafting cub went viral and bear #207 (Noli) arrived 
at ABR with international star status. The little female, 
weighing 14 lbs. was so dehydrated that she had to receive 
fluids at UTCVM before coming to ABR. After a few days 
in The Cub House with good nutrition, it didn’t take long 
for her to feel better. She joined cubs 202-204 and 206 in 
Enclosure Four. Like 206, #207 was a loner, sleeping in 

trees during the day and foraging at night. Today, 
the once fragile cub is strong and healthy and has 
been observed playing with the other bears in the 
enclosure.

July continued to be a busy month with cub 
sisters 208 (Summer) and 209 (Juliette) arriving 
from the national park on July 16th. Bear 208 was 
bigger than her petite sister and had a white chest 

blaze. She weighed 13 lbs. and her sister, 209, 
weighed 11 lbs. The sisters were in the acclimation 
pen for a very short time before being the first cubs to 
inhabit Wild Enclosure Three. The cubs had spent 
6 months with mom and had good bear behaviors. 
As they entered the Wild Enclosure, they ran up a 
tree, huffing and blowing at their human curators. A 
few days later, on July 24th, the girls were joined by 
three siblings; 210 (Pansy) weighing 13.8 lbs., 211 
(Petal) weighing 16 lbs., and 212 (Peanut) weighing 
17.5 lbs.. The five cubs quickly formed a bond and 
were observed playing and foraging together.

The summer of 2015 was proving to be busy and it wasn’t 
over yet. On August 6th, brothers 213 (Ellis) weighing 32 
lbs. and 214 (Charley B.) weighing 27 lbs. arrived from 
Greene County. The big boys joined the five cubs in 
Enclosure Three. At first, the other cubs were intimidated 
by the size of 213 and 214, but these days, all seven of the 
cubs are seen foraging side by side and playing together.

The next night, August 7th, ABR Vice-President Tom 
Faulkner was on his way to Greene County to return the 
crate in which 213 and 214 were transported when he 
received a call to come to a location on I-81 in Greene 
County. A sow with two cubs had been killed as she was 
attempting to cross the interstate. Her cubs, a male and a 
female attempted to follow their mother. The little male 
cub was also killed, but the female made it to the median 
and climbed a 40 ft, tree. Several TWRA officers worked in 
the rain and darkness to safely retrieve the traumatized cub. 
After several hours, they were able to capture her and at 
1:00 a.m. Bear #215 (Sola) arrived at ABR. Tom Faulkner 
and Curator Janet quickly assessed her and placed her in the 
acclimation pen. Curator Janet reported that the cub cried 
most of the next day, but appeared healthy and unharmed. 
She was released into Wild Enclosure 4 with cubs 202-204, 
206, and 207. Bears 202-204 (Bonnie Blue, Ridgeway, and 
Marvin) were a tight group (Curator Janet called them a 
gang), who stuck together. #215 broke the rules and pushed 
her way into the group, which quickly became a foursome. 
She is frequently seen playing with 204 (Marvin), but is 
social and playful with all the cubs in the enclosure.

On September 9th, our mission with the North 
Carolina cubs, 202 (Bonnie Blue) and 203 (Ridgeway) 
was complete. They were transferred to the care of the 
North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission weighing 
57.5 lbs. (Ridgeway) and 61 lbs. (Bonnie Blue). They will 
remain with the NCWRC in their home state until spring 

when they will be collared and tracked as part of The North 
Carolina Urban/Suburban Black Bear Study; a collaborative 
project between North Carolina State University (NCSU) 
and the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission. 
You can follow the study at: https://www.facebook.com/
urbanbearstudy/timeline.

Summer brings many visitors to the mountains and 
that means lots of traffic. On Saturday, September 12th, 
a call came in that a small cub had been hit by a car on 
Highway 321 in the Kinzel Springs area of Blount County. 
The cub was alive, but still lying in the middle of the road. 
Some good Samaritans were able to get the cub out of the 
road and away from the danger of being hit again. Then 
they called the authorities to report the accident. TWRA 
granted permission for ABR to pick up the cub and take it 
to the UTCVM for treatment. When Curator Janet arrived 
on scene, she did not know the cub’s condition, but quickly 
rushed her to UTCVM. The female cub was in critical 
condition and the UTCVM ICU team went into action to 
save her life. She had head trauma and evidence of possible 
brain swelling as well as a laceration on her jaw, which had 
to be sutured. After the cub spent 48 hours at UTCVM, 
Curator Coy received a call on Sept. 14th that the cub 
was stable enough to recover at ABR in The Cub House. 
Curator Coy said the cub was quiet and calm on the ride to 
ABR, but when released from the crate, she let him know 
what she thought of humans! Bear #216, weighs 15 lbs. and 
is small for her age (approx. 8 months). She will continue 
to recover from her injuries in The Cub House and when 
ready, will be released into the Wild Enclosure with other 
resident bears.

2015 has proven to be a busy year for ABR. In a perfect 
world, we would hope bears wouldn’t need us, but life can 
be cruel and hard for them. ABR is here and ready whenever 
we receive the call to help these beautiful creatures.



K-8 Education Team to Provide 
Programs in Sevier County

Every sixth grade student in Sevier 
County schools spends two days during 
the year (with an overnight in between) 
at the Huskey Environmental Center, 
located in Pittman Center. The teacher 
who runs the center is Rob Younger. 
He offers a variety of activities to teach 
the children about their environment, 
including the national park which is 
very close to the center. The “Keep 
Sevier Beautiful” organization presents 
a program that teaches students about recycling and 
eliminating waste. Art and music programs expose the 
children to their cultural heritage. This school year Rob has 
offered ABR the opportunity to participate by presenting 
a program for each sixth grade class to educate them about 
ABR, the natural history of bears, and guidelines for safety 
in bear country.

By presenting these programs, ABR will reach 
approximately 1500 students and 150 adults in Sevier 
County. We will meet with a total of 27 school classes 
between September and mid-December. The spring 

schedule is not yet worked out. 
Although it is challenging to staff this 
many presentations in a location that 
is quite a distance from Townsend, we 
feel honored to be asked, and thanks to 
the dedication of our team of educators 
we are sure that we will be able to meet 
their needs.

As this goes to press, our team has 
presented to the first two schools. The 
very first was Wearwood School, which 

is the elementary school at which Yearling Cub #205, 
Woody Bear, was getting into a dumpster. Transported 
to ABR, Woody spent 2 months in one of our Wild 
Enclosures, “re-learning” to be a wild bear (See Janet’s 
article about the cubs). Those students were very interested 
in hearing about the bear that they remembered from last 
spring. Jones Cove School was next, and although they 
did not have the personal connection they, too, were 
interested in the material we presented. Rob was pleased 
with the program, and we are looking forward to the rest 
of the school year.
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Trillium Cove, New Website, 
Bear-Safe Trash and More

Huskey Environmental Center

ABR’s Trillium Cove Visitor and Education Center 
is a huge success! Since opening in February, there have 
been a number of educational programs conducted in 
ABR’s training facility. We’ve taught everything “bear” 
to groups of home schoolers, UT Smoky Mountain 
Field School students, and ABR’s own volunteers. 
Our volunteer staff has welcomed visitors from many 
of the 50 states and has had the honor of welcoming 
several out-of-country cub supporters from England, 
Germany and Canada. We thank you for your 
continued support of this beautiful facility. If you 
have not had a chance to visit, plan your trip and ABR’s 
volunteers will welcome you with open arms!

With your continued support, ABR has worked to 
launch a new website design. We owe many thanks to 
Mary Gallant at Gallant Design Works. Our website is 
now mobile-friendly. It is easier for you to connect with us 
on social media and spread support for the ABR mission. 
We think that you will find that the new design is much 
more user-friendly. We hope that you will easily find the 
information that you need. ABR’s website was beginning to 
look a little tired. A fresh design is just what we needed to 
stir up a bit of excitement. With ABR’s new web design, we 
believe we can take advantage of the latest technologies to 
bring cub information to you. If you haven’t visited our new 
website, go to www.appalachianbearrescue.org. Be sure to 

let us know what you think! We love to hear your feedback.
We know that it is very important to prevent human 

food conditioning of black bears. Bear access to human 
food, particularly human garbage, is a primary cause 
of conflict between bears and humans. We must make 
every effort to secure trash so that we reduce or prevent 
bear problems associated with human trash. We have 
embarked on a partnership with Tennessee Wildlife 
Resource Agency (TWRA), the City of Townsend, AT&T 
Tennessee, and Blount County to purchase five new bear-
safe garbage containers to be placed alongside Highway 321 
in Townsend. Townsend, TN, is one of the four gateway 
entrances leading visitors into the Great Smoky Mountains 

National Park. The new bear-safe containers will be 
available at several swimming holes and picnic areas 
where locals and out-of-town visitors frequently leave 
behind large amounts of garbage. The new bear-safe 
cans will replace old open-top 55-gallon barrels that 
have been in place for years in these locations. We live, 
work and play in bear county. It is our responsibility to 
be good stewards of our precious land and its natural 
resources, including the black bear. Look for the new 
bear-safe containers when you visit our area!

ABR’s 20th anniversary is next year, 2016. 
Milestone years are a great time for us to reflect on and 
celebrate our many accomplishments. Our anniversary 
will also be a time to focus on the future, sharing the 
organization’s vision and goals with our supporters. We 
care for cubs and educate people about living safely 
with the black bear only with your generosity. We 
sincerely appreciate your ongoing support.

Our new ABR highway sign 
in front of Trillium Cove, 
pointing to our Visitor & 
Education Center.Our new billboard, made possible by a 

generous donor, invites visitors to stop 
by our Visitor & Education Center in 
Townsend.

Coexisting with Black Bears 
 Stay at least 50 yards away from a bear.
 Never run from a bear – a bear can run three 
times faster than you.

 Never get between a mother bear and her cubs.
 In a sudden bear encounter, avoid abrupt 
movements and back away slowly.

 Hike in a small group for safety and always be 
vigilant for bears.

 Never feed a bear.  Keep all food and toiletry items 
away from bears.

 Although black bear attacks are extremely rare, 
if you are knocked to the ground, fight back 
aggressively.

 Always remember that no matter how tame bears 
may seem, bears are WILD ANIMALS!
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
Every day I am reminded of our wonderful supporters. 

Your compassionate giving to support our work with black 
bear cubs makes my job and the job of our Board possible. 
Without your generosity, Appalachian Bear Rescue would 
not exist. Cubs would not get their second chance. Just 
three short years ago, we embarked on a project to totally 
renovate and grow our facility. With your support, we 
finished our work just in time to care for the cubs of 2015.

As I write to you, we are caring for thirteen cubs and 
we have released one yearling. These bears hail from 
North Carolina’s Blue Ridge Parkway, the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park, and Carter, Greene, Polk and 
Unicoi counties in Tennessee. There are lots and lots of 
bears and cubs this year. We knew that the abundance 
of acorns last Fall would bring an abundance of cubs in 
2015. The natural food supply in 2015 is simply not 
sufficient to supply all the needs for these bears. We expect 
that we will continue to receive needy cubs and yearlings 
throughout this year and possibly into the spring of 2016.

We don’t always know what happened to orphan the 
cubs that we receive. What we do know is that something 
very sad happened every time a cub needs our help. We 
also know that EDUCATION is the single best tool that 
we have to prevent situations that orphan bear cubs. In 
this season when bears and other wildlife are struggling 
to find food, it is imperative that we humans do the right 
things. It is never more important than it is now to secure 
all food sources if you live in black bear country. Never 

leave trash unattended. Never feed the birds until January. 
Never leave food or wrappers in vehicles. Never feed pets 
outside or store pet food outside. We know that bears are 
hungry and we know how tempting it can be to “help” 
them. Remember the old saying, “A fed bear is a dead 
bear.” You are not helping a bear when you feed the bear. 
You are killing the bear with your “kindness”.

Mother Nature is not always kind. For all of us who 
love bears and other wildlife, these struggles for food 
and survival are difficult to watch. Our Wildlife Officers 
and Rangers are working very hard to keep animals and 
humans safe. ABR will continue to help all cubs in need of 
our care. Please help us and help all those who work with 
wildlife by doing your part. If you live in bear country, 
learn the rules and live the rules. If you visit bear country, 
learn the rules and live the rules. If we all work together, 
bears and people will be safer.

We hope to see you all this fall at our Trillium Cove 
Visitor and Education Center. Please come to visit with 
our Volunteers. Learn about Appalachian Bear Rescue and 
our mission. See photos and videos of our cubs. Learn 
how to live and visit safely in bear country. We need your 
help to help bears!

Sincerely,

ABR Board President

“Best ever!” and “Wonderful!” were just a couple of 
the positive comments expressed after our recent Bear 
Necessities event. It took the efforts of many, both in and 
out of our organization to make the evening so special. 
We want to especially thank Boogertown Gap for their 
lively background music, Sam Venable, our charismatic 
announcer, Tim Milks, auctioneer extraordinaire, Robert 
Tino, whose on-site painting awed and amazed, Cades 
Cove Cellars, our very supportive local winery, and last 
but not least, The Barn Event Center in Townsend, 
owners Richard and Debbie Way and their staff, who 
make each event extra-special.

The cubs at Appalachian Bear Rescue have a very special partnership 
with the great folks at Cades Cove Cellars in Townsend, TN.  The 
Birkholz and Reed families came to ABR with an offer of support long 
before the winery was ever built.  Since our first meeting on the July 4th 
holiday in 2013, our two organizations 
have worked together to help 
injured and orphaned black 
bear cubs.  Cades Cove Cellars 
proudly donates $1 for each 
bottle of Blackberry Wine that 
they sell.  This year, Cades Cove 
Cellars presented ABR with a 
check for $6,300.  CCC staff work 
hard to provide community activities and events in our small town of 
Townsend.  Appalachian Bear Rescue is always invited to join festivities 
at the Cellars to spread the word of our mission.  Together, Cades Cove 
Cellars and ABR give bears a second chance!

Outstanding Event!
Thanks to Our Generous Sponsors

Presenting Sponsors

Bear Necessities Sponsors
ATW Financial Strategy • Sandy and Hank Bertelkamp

Blackwood Insurance Associates • The Blalock Companies

The Boyd Family • Kevin and Chelly Clayton

Clayton Homes • CORE Benefits • Mike and Mary Crawford

Dancing Bear Lodge and Appalachian Bistro

Denso • Eagle Springs Winery • Emert Family

Whitney Erickson • Erie Insurance • Fox Toyota

Friends of the Smokies • Ed Harmon

Honorable Doug Overbey, Bob Ramsey and Art Swann

Jones Media, Inc. • KenJo Markets • Kramer Rayson LLP

Debbie and Joe Matteo • NAI Knoxville

Ron and Lynda Nutt • Oak Ridge Strategies Group

Kathryn and Clyde Peery • Richardson Construction LLC

Riverside Towers, Linda Ogle • Jeanie and Barry VanWinkle

Visionary Horizons Wealth Management

Whispering River Resort, the Sudmans

Sponsors in Kind
Alexander Graphics, Inc

The Barn Event Center of the Smokies • BB&T

Bear Land Realty & Auction • Boogertown Gap

Avis/Budget Rentals • Hart Graphics • Kendall Epley

Morton and Becky Massey • Townsend IGA

follow our cubs’
progress

www.facebook.com/
AppalachianBearRescue

Follow Us on the Web
We always tell you how you can follow the 

cubs on our Facebook page (Facebook.com/
Appalachian Bear Rescue) where you can see 
photos of our resident cubs every day, thanks 

to the curators, designated photographer 
Ken LaValley, and our masterful Facebook 
administrator. But we have an outstanding, 

newly redesigned website, too:  
www.appalachianbearrescue.org. In addition to  
that, we have a blog: Wordpress.com/abrblog, 

and a monthly article in the local tourist 
magazine Smoky Mountains Around Town. That 

publication is available on the Internet, also: 
www.SmokyMountainsAroundTown.com.

Check us out!


