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ABR CUBS OF 2014
by Coy Blair, Head Curator

Editor’s Note: As we have told you before, our curators, in 
the interest of scientific accuracy, do not use names for 
the bear cubs in their care. They always refer to them 

by their ABR number. For the benefit of the many folks who 
follow the progress of the cubs on the Internet, the cubs are 
given names. It seems to be easier to remember a name than a 
number. Coy has permitted us to add the names to his article, 
to make it easier for us to remember who is who. 

As you know, April showers bring May flowers; but have 
you ever heard what January and February bring? I’ll give you 
a few hints: They usually arrive very small, with black fur, 
sharp claws, a voracious appetite, and sometimes screaming. 
They may come in pairs or one at a time. They may be local 
or from out of town. Any guesses? I bet you said black bear 
cubs. After all, it is the mission of the Appalachian Bear 
Rescue to care for cubs, and you are reading our newsletter. 

Our first cub, Cub 197 (Sugar Bear), came to us from 
the Fentress County, TN area on April 4, 2014. She was a 
decent sized cub, and did not appear thin. This is likely due 
to her being with her mother until a few days before being 

rescued. A campground owner heard a screaming sound 
coming from the woods. The sound did not cease over the 
next day. The owner investigated the sound and discovered 
a tiny, black bear cub lying on the ground. The tiny cub 
had fallen from a rock bluff high above. Luckily, nothing 
was broken, as was determined when a local veterinarian 
checked the cub before sending it to ABR. We planned to 
house Cub 197 in the Cub Nursery until she was observed 
lapping from a bowl and then transport her to an outside 
pen. 

Our second cub, Cub 198 (Sweet Pea Bear), traveled 
south from Kentucky on April 12, 2014. This cub was an 
orphan and in need of our help. The cub was noticeably 
larger than our Cub 197 and also appeared to be in overall 
good shape. Cub 198 was immediately housed with Cub 
197 in the Cub Nursery. 

Together, Cubs 197 and 198 mastered the art of lapping 
from a bowl within a week. This was great news because 
this meant that we could transport the cubs outside more 
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We hope you enjoy this newsletter. Any donation, large or small, helps ABR to continue 
helping the orphaned bear cubs. Thank you so much for all your generous support.

www.abrTN.org/donations.htm

Sweet Pea Bear

STOP THE PRESSES!
Just as this newsletter 

was going to press, we 
learned some exciting 
news – our four cubs, 
whom you read about 
in Coy’s article on pages 
1 and 2, have taken 
their next step in the 
rehabilitation process. 
Coy released them into 
the wild enclosure!  
Why is this significant?  
Because from now until 
the time of their release 
back into the wild, there will be no human contact at all. 
The curators will be throwing their food over the fencing 
and, by moving to different locations around the perimeter, 
will scatter the food so that the cubs have to forage for it. 
This is how they will find food when they are back in the 
wild.

The wild enclosure is the most important part of their 
ABR experience.  As you know, we are raising funds to 
double our wild enclosure space so that we can care for 

more cubs in the future. 
We never know when 
another mast failure 
will occur, leaving more 
orphaned cubs.  We will 
be prepared.

Coy reports that 
the four little cubs 
immediately climbed up 
trees in the wild enclosure, 
which is a natural habitat 
with grasses, trees, brush, 
and water – all the things 
they will find in the wild.  
Because these cubs were 

out of the den with their mothers for several weeks before 
being orphaned, they had already begun to learn to distrust 
humans and to seek safety in trees.  Their confinement in 

the pens was stressful to them, and they retreated when 
curators were near. Now they feel “at home” in their new 
environment and they will continue to grow and develop 
their wildness.  Although they are still small (each of 
them weighs less than 15 
pounds) they are ready to 
live outside in a space that 
seems natural to them.

These photos were 
taken on the day they 
moved out of the pen.  
Ken LaValley, our 
photographer, was able to 
take them from the tower 
by using a camera with a 
telephoto lens.
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quickly, which would drastically 
reduce the human presence 
to the cubs. The only obstacle 
in our way of moving them 
outside at the time was a cold 
front moving in. Temperatures 
were supposed to fall to below 
freezing. In the wild, the cubs 
would have the warmth of the 
sow in their den. Without 
her, they would still have 
each other and a den, but 
there was no way we were 
going to risk their progress. 
We waited until the cold wave left, and 
then moved them outside. 

Since moving Cubs 197 and 198 to the 
outside pen, we have received two more 
cubs. Cubs 199 (Bucky Bear) and 200 
(Cee Cee Bear) came to ABR on April 
28, 2014. It was a male (199) and female 
(200) pair from Washington County, 
TN. The cubs were orphaned as a result 
of the poaching of their mother, who 
was discovered on the side of the road 
by the local police department. The 
cubs were rescued by TWRA and 
brought to ABR to be cared for. 

We are very fortunate to have received these male and 
female cubs. The little female is the twohundredth cub to 
come to ABR. This feat marks a great accomplishment 
for Appalachian Bear Rescue, and we are extremely proud 
to have Cub 200 at our facility. After a few trips to the 
University of Tennessee’s College of Veterinary Medicine 
(UTCVM), Cubs 199 and 200 were cleared for transport to 
the Right Acclimation Pen, where Cubs 197 and 198 were 
being housed. 

Today, all four cubs are doing well in the Right 
Acclimation Pen. They are eating well and spend a lot of 
time climbing on the wooden platforms and playing with 
one another. While doing so, they are learning valuable 
skills such as the climbing and fighting skills they will need 

once they are released to the wild. Before long, they will be 
released into the Wild Enclosure. There, they will learn even 
more skills including foraging, which they will definitely 
need in the wild. 

Editor’s Note: You may wonder why there are not more photos 
of the four cubs. The reason is that in order to have absolutely 
minimum exposure to humans during their time at ABR, 
they are shielded from any contact with people other than the 
curators. Even the curators no longer have any face-to-face 
interactions. The Acclimation Pen in which they are currently 
housed is covered with black plastic blinds, and food is delivered 
through a small opening, so the curator is not visible to the 
cubs. This makes photographing the bears very difficult. The 
curators capture images through small openings. Once the cubs 
are released into the large, wild enclosure, it will be possible for 
our designated photographer to take some photos. Meanwhile, 
we hope you understand this is for the protection of the cubs. 
And after all, that is what ABR is all about.

ABR CUBS of 2014 (Continued From page 1)

Education continues to be an essential mission for 
ABR, and volunteers have been busy presenting programs 
about black bears and ABR’s work to hundreds of children 
and adults. Since fall, the K-8 education team has offered 
interactive programs for children at Rockford Elementary, 
Mary Blount Elementary, Sam Houston Elementary, 
Clayton Bradley Academy, Pigeon Forge Primary, Heritage 
Middle School, and at Wilderness Wildlife Week in Pigeon 
Forge. Sessions currently are in preparation for the Coulter 
Grove Intermediate summer Adventure Club which will 
reach hundreds of children. The K-8 team has invested 
many hours this spring in collecting, updating, and archiving 
educational materials and preparing new volunteers to 
present school programs.

Since January, ABR adult educators and curator have 
spoken at Wilderness Wildlife Week; the Penn State 
University Outdoor Recreation Consortium representing 
six universities; the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga 
Wildlife and Zoology Club; and the National Wildlife 
Rehabilitators Association Symposium. ABR also hosted a 
popular exhibit at the University of Tennessee College of 
Veterinary Medicine Open House.

Several upcoming educational events are open to 
the public and we’d love to see you! Plan to attend ABR 

sessions at the Blount County Library summer program in 
Maryville, TN. On Friday, June 13 “Come Bear With Us” is 
open to upcoming K-6 students, and on Saturday, June 14 
families are invited to attend the program “Giving Bears A 
Second Chance.” To augment the educational sessions, ABR 
will have a display of interesting bear items in the lobby and 
children’s room of the library beginning June 2. Also, Plan 
to visit the ABR bear education table at the Gatlinburg 
Welcome Center on June 20, July 19, August 9, or October 
25 as well as at the Cosby Festival in October!

Education Events   –Barb Penn, PhD, Chair, Education Committee

follow our cubs’
progress

www.facebook.com/
AppalachianBearRescue

Bucky and Cee Cee

Sugar Bear and Sweet Pea

Sugar Bear Bucky Bear

Bear Necessities 2013

Bear Necessities 2014
Mark your calendars for the 2014 Bear Necessities dinner and 

auction on Friday evening, September 19, 2014 at the Barn Event 
Center of the Smokies in Townsend, TN! Tickets will be available 
in early August for the price of $100 per person. Admission 
includes delicious food and beverages, the opportunity to bid 
on hundreds of items in the silent auction, and participation in 
the spirited live auction. Over 200 supporters attended last year, 
helping to raise over ¼ of ABR’s annual operating budget at this 
one special event. You won’t want to miss this chance to enjoy the 
evening, mingle with friends, bid on spectacular items, and above 
all, help the bears.



Just as the bears are waking up from their deep winter 
sleep and stirring around with their cubs, so have ABR 
volunteers become more active since the beginning of the 
New Year. Now that Spring is here, the Betty’s Bears have 
been busy as bees.

In January, our Volunteers staffed an ABR booth and 
presented educational programs throughout the 8 days 
of WILDERNESS WILDLIFE WEEK. Twenty-nine 
volunteers attended our March 15th BETTY’S BEARS’ 
meeting, where film makers from Toyota100CarsForGood 
made a follow-up film on ABR’s win of a 2013 Toyota 
Tundra Truck. On March 29th, ABR had an Outreach 
table at the WILDFLOWER FESTIVAL held at THE 
LILY BARN in Townsend.

This year’s BEN & JERRY’S FREE CONE DAY, held 
on April 8th, was our most successful to date, thanks to 
the wonderful crew at Ben & 
Jerry’s and some great ABR 
volunteers. Colorful flyers 
were created by JoAnne 
Aylward to encourage 
Gatlinburg visitors to go 
inside the store for their free 
ice cream. Team Track-a-
Bear was on hand to help 
with flyer distribution 
and to tell everyone about 
Sugar Bear, our first cub of 
the year. Thanks to Kathy 
Sherrard, Cathy Shovelton, 
Julie Kennedy, Lynn Lyon, Barb Penn, DiAnne Wilson, 
Brian Aylward, Morgan Best, Lauren Jenkins, Hannah 
Marley and Madison Rasnake for staffing the event. 
A HUGE thanks to all of the Ben & Jerry’s staff, who 
worked continuously and cheerfully from noon until 8pm, 
scooping hundreds of cones in every flavor imaginable. At 
the end of the day, when the last person was served and 
clean up was completed, the staff was still smiling from the 
feeling of accomplishment and satisfaction that they had 
done their part to help ABR cubs!

TEAM TRACK-A-BEAR (Madison Rasnake, Lauren 
Jenkins & Hannah Marley) held a successful groupraiser 
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at JASON’S DELI in Knoxville on April 11&12th to raise 
more funds for tracking collars. Also helping the team were 
ABR volunteers Brian Aylward, Sharon Hamilton, Taylor 
Lyon, Barb Penn and DiAnne Wilson.

The UT VET SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE was well 
attended on April 12th. Thanks to ABR Board member 
Joey Holt for representing ABR at the event and sharing 
his great bear specimen samples with the many children in 
attendance this year.

ABR enjoyed participating in the SENIOR EXPO held 
at the Ft. Sanders Senior Center in Sevierville on April 
25th. President Dana Dodd, Kathy Sherrard, Tom Brosch, 
Don Taylor and Lynn Lyon participated in this event, 
which was extremely well attended.

Curator Coy Blair and Joey Holt hosted an ABR table 
for WILDLIFE DAY at Tractor Supply in Jefferson City 
on April 26th. They were ably assisted by Pellississippi 
student volunteers Bethy Pennisi and Tyler Ricker.

Thanks for a great time and volunteer participation 
at the TOWNSEND SPRING FESTIVAL on May 2-3, 
2014. Beautiful weather drew large crowds and gave 
volunteers a chance to talk about our ongoing Wild 
Enclosure Campaign and, of course, our 4 resident cubs: 
Sugar, Sweet Pea, Bucky and Cee Cee. Volunteering were 
Julie Kennedy, Brian Aylward, Kathy Sherrard, Patricia 
Mayhugh, Sharon Hamilton, DiAnne Wilson, Cathy 
Shovelton, Marion Bulman, Barb Penn, Taylor Lyon, Gary 
Sykes, Faye Sykes and Dana Dodd.

We have several events coming up in the next months, 
and our wonderful volunteers will be called on again. They 
always come through for ABR and for the cubs!

TEAM TRACK-A-BEAR
When University of Tennessee 

freshmen Lauren Jenkins, Madison 
Rasnake and Hannah Marley were given 
an honors English class assignment 
to raise funds for a worthy non-profit 
organization, they reviewed a long 
list and decided on Appalachian Bear 
Rescue. After determining that ABR 
could use money to purchase GPS 
bear tracking collars for research on 
rehabilitated cubs after their release, 
a goal of $2,000 was set towards the 
purchase of one collar. The students filmed a short video, 
set up a fundraiser website with a donor award system 
(indiegogo.com/projects/track-a-bear) and Team Track-a-
Bear was born.

The first goal was quickly met, but Team TAB didn’t 

stop there. They wanted a second 
collar, so they set up a dedicated 
Facebook page to get the word out, 
posted cub photos, created and 
distributed campaign flyers, wrote 
press releases, helped ABR volunteers 
at Ben & Jerry’s in Gatlinburg, held a 
two-night groupraiser at Jason’s Deli 
in Knoxville, interviewed with the 
UT Daily Beacon, placed Track-a-Bear 
info on the ABR FB page and made a 
colorful bear painting to give to donors.

Their enthusiasm, creativity and hard work paid off.  
They raised $6,400.01, more than tripling their original 
goal! Needless to say, Team Track-a-Bear came out on top 
in their class for this project for doing an A+ job!!! Kudos 
and cubby hugs to these talented student volunteers.

Mark Your Calendar!
Appalachian Bear Rescue will be participating in several events during the months to come.  If you  

are in the area, come out and meet our dedicated volunteers at these events. We’d love to see you.

Friday, June 13
“Come Bear With Us” – 

workshops for children grades 
K-6, 9AM-4PM

Blount County Library

Saturday, June 14
“Giving Bears a Second Chance” 

– program for families
11AM-Noon

Blount County Library

Friday, June 20
ABR Education Table at 

Gatlinburg Welcome Center
10AM-4PM

Fourth of July Weekend
“Bear Splash” at IGA market in 

Townsend, all day

Saturday, July 19
ABR Education Table at 

Gatlinburg Welcome Center
10AM-4PM

Saturday, Aug. 9
ABR Education Table at 

Gatlinburg Welcome Center
10AM-4PM

Labor Day Weekend
“Bear Splash” at IGA market in 

Townsend, all day

Friday, Sept. 19
“Bear Necessities” event
The Barn Event Center,

Townsend

Friday and Saturday,  
Sept. 26-27

Townsend Fall Festival & Old 
Timers Day
10AM-6PM

Saturday and Sunday,  
Oct. 4-5

Smoky Mountain Homecoming 
at Robert Tino Gallery,  

Sevierville, all day

Saturday, Oct. 25
ABR Education Table at 

Gatlinburg Welcome Center
10AM-4PM



Letter From the President
We’re always busy at 

Appalachian Bear Rescue!  
As you know, we have been 
working to double our Wild 
Enclosure space.  This is the 
large outdoor space with trees, 
water supply and natural 
vegetation where our cubs learn 
to forage, climb trees and dig 
for insect larvae. It’s where they 
practice the skills they’ll need 
when they’re released back to 
the wild. The new enclosures 
will give us the space to assist 
every cub in need.  When 
natural bear food crops fails, ABR will be ready.

The fencing work for the new enclosures is complete.  
We sincerely thank Stanley Fencing in Sevierville, Tennessee 
for their hard work. They knew we had to finish the work 
before we could move resident cubs outside.  When bad 
weather caused delays, they worked late into the evening, 
on weekends, and with large crews to finish the project on 
time and within budget.  We thank our ABR Volunteers, 
who removed trees, cleared brush, built cub-friendly dens, 
installed water pools, planted oak trees, and designed 
new “cub houses” for young cubs. They worked hand-in-
hand with the fencing professionals so the work would be 
complete on schedule.

We had several months this past winter without a cub 
onsite. This allowed us to do essential maintenance and 
make additions to our facility.  With a generous grant from 
The Barbara J. Mapp Foundation, we completed a brand 

We remind you that bears are out of their winter dens; 
they are hungry and in search of food.  We must all be very 
careful to secure all potential food sources.  These include 
birdseed, greasy grills, pet food kept outdoors and trash/
garbage.  When we humans forget bear safety rules, we can 
kill bears.

Most bear deaths are caused by people.  In addition to 
keeping the above-mentioned foods away from bears, it is 
vitally important that we keep our distance from a bear 
that we see, whether in our yard or in the wild.   If you see 
a cub in need of assistance, please call your local wildlife 
authority immediately.  Do not attempt to care for a young 
cub. Though they are cute, they are wild animals and they 
deserve to live their life in the wild.

Thank you for your support, 

Dana Dodd
President

new “Clean-Up Facility”.  
Our Curators agree that this 
facility is essential for proper 
sanitation. We are now able 
to wash cub laundry and cub 
feeding bowls in this new 
building. We will be adding 
generators to support the 
Cub Nursery, office, and well 
pump.  Our Curators and 
Volunteers painted the new 
facility, the office interior, and 
the second overlook tower in 
the Wild Enclosures.

Now, our fundraising team 
must work with our generous supporters to raise the last 
$40,000 needed to complete the project, and our facility 
crew must build cub houses, an overlook tower, and add 
electricity, water and cable to the new Wild Enclosure 
space.

At present, we have four cubs are in our care. The 
Curators will provide around the clock care until these 
bears return to the wild. These cubs represent  a milestone 
for Appalachian Bear Rescue, as we have now cared for 
200 cubs since we began our mission.  We wish that all 
cubs could stay safely with their mother bears, but we are 
proud that we have taken care of so many orphaned and 
injured cubs. Did you know we post new cub photos and 
videos on our Facebook page nearly every day? Please join 
our 28,000 Facebook Friends to watch our cubs grow and 
thrive.  You can follow the cubs and learn a lot about black 
bears at www.facebook.com/appalachianbearrescue.
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Zero, our first cub, being released back in 1996. ABR took in its 200th cub 
in 2014.

Cub Laundry Cub Laundry New wild enclosure fencing

New cub-friendly dens and water pools are ready for residents

Did you know?
 The American Black Bear is found only in North America.

 Although called black bears, they may also be chocolate 
brown, cinnamon, tan, silver-blue, and even white. In the 
Eastern U.S. they are almost always black.

 Cubs often have tan ears, which usually darken as they grow.

 Their sense of smell is legendary – they can smell food over 
a mile away.

 It is a myth that black bears don’t have good vision. Their 
vision is about as good as that of a human. They do tend 
toward nearsightedness.

 Their sense of hearing is much better than ours.

 With their prehensile lips they can pick one berry off of a bush.

 Bears are opportunistic omnivores. In the Smokies, only 
about 5% of their diet is meat. Fifteen percent is insects, and 
the rest is plant-based. 

 Black bears are very adept at climbing trees. It is the first 
thing that cubs learn when they emerge from the den with 
their mother. Their claws are curved and pointed for gripping 
a tree trunk. Climbing a tree is not a good strategy for getting 
away from a bear!

 It is a myth that black bears can’t run downhill. They can 
run uphill, downhill, or on level ground at speeds of 30 miles 
per hour or more. Running is not a good strategy for getting 
away from a bear!

 Normally, cubs stay with their mother for about 15-16 months.


