
Colton Bear
By Coy Blair
On August 15, 2012, I received my first 

bear as Curator for ABR. I was given the  
opportunity to name him, and I gave him the 
same name that I had given my first child  who 
was born on July 30, 2012: Colton. Colton 
Bear was brought to us from Gatlinburg,  
TN, where he was headed down a path 
toward trouble. With the soft mast dwindling 
and  awaiting the hard mast, Colton Bear had 
been forced to expand his range in search of  
food. He ended his travels at the Park Vista 
Hotel, where he was captured. ABR agreed  
to take Colton Bear and give him a place to 
stay where he could get natural foods and be  
away from human contact.  

When we heard the news of Colton Bear 
being on his way, Rick and I were just finishing  a new 
elevated platform designed for our bears in the acclimation 
pen. I had literally screwed in the last bolt as we heard the 
truck pulling into the driveway. Upon arriving at  ABR, 

Colton Bear was placed in the acclimation pen in order to 
give him time to get used  to his new surroundings and for 
the sedation drugs to wear off so that he would not hurt  
himself.  

We knew Colton’s background of hanging around 
Gatlinburg so we wanted to make sure  that he got natural 
foods and minimal human contact. At first, Colton Bear 
would wait at  the gate if he heard one of us coming down 
to feed him. Then, however, he would retreat  to the newly 
built, elevated platform inside the acclimation pen and 
jaw pop, blow, and  slap when we arrived. Therefore, we 
knew that this bear was still wild. After he was  released 
into the wooded, wild enclosure we hardly heard from him. 
He stayed hidden  within the dense vegetation and over 
time, we noticed less and less of him. However, we  knew 
that was a good thing. Colton Bear has been eating acorns, 
black berries, and other  natural foods, which are the types 
of foods he will find in the wild.  

He is a beautiful bear, with a shiny black coat and he will 
soon be back in the wild, where  he can do what bears do 
and avoid the city life.
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Unique Gifts!
Follow this QR code to
discover ABR-themed

gift items!
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We hope you enjoy this newsletter. Any donation,
large or small, helps ABR to continue helping the

orphaned bear cubs. Thank you so much
for all your generous support.
www.abrTN.org/donations.htm

How about a special gift for our cubs and  
the curators who care for them! We always 
appreciate gift card donations, and we have 

posted a Wish List on Amazon.com. Search for 
“Wish List for Appalachian Bear Rescue.”

Thank you, and Happy Holidays!

Remember ABR cubs
at Christmas!

Watch us grow on the ABR Blog &
Facebook...and thank you!
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The Holiday Season
is upon us!

 Seasons
Greetings

All of us at 
Appalachian Bear 
Rescue: Curators, 
Board Members, 
and Volunteers – want 
to thank you for your 
support and wish you 
and your loved ones 
the happiest of holiday 
seasons and a joyful New 
Year. We look forward to your 
continued support in 2013. 
A “bumper crop” of cubs is 
expected come January, and as 
always, ABR is ready and able to help 
any cubs in need.
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follow our cubs’

progress
www.facebook.com/

AppalachianBearRescue

A Letter of Thanks

As we enter the holiday season, we at ABR are 

grateful for so many things. First, we are grateful 

to you,  our supporters. Your generosity, 

particularly in the last year, has enabled us to 

make so many  improvements to our facility. 

We are now able to provide much more for 

the bear cubs who need our  care. With 

your help, our Cub Nursery Campaign met 

and exceeded our highest goals. We now 

have a  new nursery facility for caring for 

the smallest and the injured cubs. Our 

refrigerated storage building is  complete. 

We can order cub food in bulk at the best 

prices, and safely store it. We’ve made 

many  repairs and improvements to our bear enclosures, 

including doubling our “wild enclosure” space for the  largest cubs.  

We are grateful for all of our volunteers. These folks are the army who dedicate their time, skill 

and  talents to make a difference for the ABR cubs. Volunteers teach bear education classes, check 

donation  jars, stand at event tables and promote ABR, deliver food and supplies, work on facility 

improvements,  keep our donor database updated, create thank you letters, collect auction items, 

bake cheesecakes,  host guests at Bear Necessities, take photos of the cubs, and post on Facebook 

every day! The list is endless, and the thanks never enough!  

We are grateful for our wonderful working relationships with TWRA and the NPS. Working together, 

we  give cubs their second chance! Our two Curators, Coy and Rick, work hand in hand with the 

wildlife  officers and rangers to meet the call of all cubs in need. Thanks also for the wonderful State 

of TN  officials, Blount County officials and our wonderful neighbors in our home community of 

Townsend.  

We are grateful for the natural abundance of food for our bears and other wildlife this year. The 

cubs of  2012 are doing well, and have enjoyed a strong food supply through the year. We know 

that abundance  now will result in an abundance of cubs in the winter of 2013. With your generous 

support, ABR stands  ready to assist cubs now and in years to come.  We wish everyone a safe and 

happy holiday season!  

Sincerely,  

Dana Dodd,

ABR Board President

Acorn Research
By Coy Blair
Due to the abundant mast crop, ABR has been gifted 

with an overwhelming amount of acorns, thanks to the 
diligence of our supporters in collecting them.

Did you know that an acorn is not simply an acorn? 
There are many different types, and Coy and Rick, our 
curators, are engrossed in research about the various 
types of acorns. Here is the report of their findings. It’s 
amazing!

It’s that time of year again, and acorns are plentiful! 
Rick and I have been working extensively to develop new 
methods of processing and storing these great natural foods 
that our bears love so much. We began by examining acorn 
content and any factors that may affect the preference 
of one species of acorn over another for our bears. It is 
known that high levels of tannins, which are polyphenolic 
compounds found within acorns and many other species of 
plants, may deter foraging by animals. There are different 
forms of tannin compounds and they are what produce the 
bitter taste in acorns. The higher the level of tannins, the 

more bitter the acorn will 
taste. In the wild, water, as 
in the form of rain, may 
help reduce the amount of 
tannins within acorns by leaching out these compounds. 
Therefore, it is possible that animals may wait until acorns 
with high levels of tannins have been lying on the ground 
for a while and, thus, can be exposed to water longer before 
being consumed. Tannins not only produce a bitter taste; 
they are also known to cause digestive issues in animals, 
especially livestock. Because of this, Rick and I looked at 
various methods of leaching tannins from acorns. However, 
as we dug deeper into the literature, we discovered that bears 
might have special adaptations that allow them to eat foods 
with various amounts of tannins. According to the research 
we examined, some animals have what are called tannin-
binding salivary proteins (TBSP). These special proteins 
allow an animal to eat foods containing tannins without 
upsetting digestion. Furthermore, bears are believed to have 
an array of TBSPs, which should allow them to forage on 
foods with tannin compounds of many types. 

In addition to compounds, insects also affect acorn 
content. Acorn weevils, for example, use their long snouts, or 
rostrums, to bore holes into acorns, where they will lay their 
eggs. The eggs will then hatch into tiny, white larvae within 
acorns. The larvae will eat their share of the nutritious meal 
provided by acorns and then exit the acorn shell. Later, the 
larvae will burrow into the soil, where they will remain for 
some time before emerging as adult acorn weevil insects. You 
can tell which acorns have been affected by acorn weevils by 
looking for the tiny holes they form upon exiting. 

After discovering this information, we moved on to 
the subject of how to store acorns. We had a bumper crop 
this year, but next year may not be so great.  Therefore, we 
wanted to know the most effective way to store acorns for 
long periods  in the event of a mast failure. This will ensure 
that our bears have access to these valuable natural foods 
even if acorns are scarce next year.

Adopt a Cubby 
for Christmas!

Deck the halls with lots of cubbies,
ABR has one for every need!

Gran, and Dad, and little kiddies
Would love a little bear ‘neath the tree!

See our website,
Click on “campaigns”,

And a cub will soon be on its way!
Oh, the joy of Christmas morning,
With a little bear to share your day!

 

Go to abrTN.org and click  
“Campaigns” to see how easy  

it is to adopt an ABR cub.



Townsend Fall 
Festival/Old 
Timers Day

ABR had a booth at the annual fall event in Townsend 
held on Friday and Saturday, September 28-29. The 
volunteers who staffed 
the booth spoke to many 
visitors about ABR and 
our work. Many of them 
gave donations to our 
cause and received T-shirts, 
hand-carved puzzles, or 
other items as thanks for 
their help. It was a festive 
occasion, enjoyed by all. 
The music and clogging 
were outstanding, and the 
many food vendors offered 
delicious choices to please 
everyone’s tastes. 

We will no doubt have a 
booth at the Spring Festival, 
in late April or early May. 
Come by and see us!
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The Ballad of ABR 2012
by Ben Seven

(Sung to the tune of The Battle of New Orleans - written by Jimmy Driftwood.)

Late last year, there was a major glitch
There wasn’t any bear food, not a little bit.

Cubs looked lean, and they looked real small
They needed some help for them to live at all.

We looked around and the cubbies kept a’comin,
Always more then there was a day ago.

We looked once more and they all came a runnin’,
ABR was the only place to go!

We spied down the road and we see’d the cubbies come,
Dozens of ‘em starvin’, lookin’ for some crumbs.
They stood up high, and sang like cubbies sing

So we opened up the big ole’ gates and let ‘em all in!

We looked around and the cubbies kept a’comin,
Always more then there was a day ago.

We looked once more and they came a runnin’,
ABR was the only place to go!

It was said by some we was taken by surprise
But we’re always ready when little bears arrive.

We rolled up our sleeves, and wrote to our friends,
Postin’ on Facebook and Tweetin’ all of ‘em.

We looked around and the cubbies kept a’comin,
Always more then there was a day ago.

We looked once more and they came a runnin’,
ABR was the only place to go!

Yeah, cubbies ran through the briars and  
ran through the brambles

And they ran through the bushes passin’ rabbits on the go.
They ran real fast so the hunger couldn’t catch ‘em,

ABR was the only place to go!

We tossed out berries and apples by the ton,
When they ate all that, we got more sent around.

Cash came in and no one paid no mind
That it all went to fatten cubby bear behinds!

We looked around and the cubbies kept a’comin,
Always more then there was a day ago.

We looked once more and they came a runnin’,
ABR was the only place to go!

Little bears arrivin’ every single day
The phone kept a’ringin’, more were on the way.

They got real fat and they got real strong,
So we set ‘em all free, back where they belong!

Yeah, cubbies ran through the briars and  
ran through the brambles

And they ran through the bushes passin’ rabbits on the go.
They ran real fast so the hunger couldn’t catch ‘em,

ABR was the only place to go!

Little Bit
Dell

Parker

Peek and Mackie

Ed Owens is a jack-of-all-trades, multi-talented, 
hard-working guy!  He has contributed literally 
hundreds of hours to ABR, 
doing tasks as  diverse as 
the following: He built a 
“Bear beanbag Toss” game 
for  this year’s Expo; helped 
with the recent upgrading 
of the facility  including the 
construction of the safety 
corridor and remodeling of  
the acclimation pens; and 
helped with the retrofitting 
of the new  buildings. As if that weren’t enough, he 
was an invaluable resource  in the construction of the 

risers and the attractive 
display boxes that  were 
used to showcase the 
auction items at the 
Bear Necessities  Bearly-
Edibles and Auction. Oh 
yes - on the day and night 
of the  event, Ed was 
there to deliver, move, 
and arrange tables and 
to  perform any other job 
that was needed, even 
getting up on a ladder  

and changing light bulbs! After all the guests had left, 
Ed helped to  dismantle all the displays and load items 
onto trucks to be taken  away for storage. Thank you, 
Ed! We don’t know what we would do  without your 
help in so many ways.

Ed Owens

Kathy Sherrard talks to visitors about ABR

Visitors at the ABR booth 

Dana Dodd tells two young visitors 
about ABR 



the evening, and kept 
everything on schedule. 
Our Live Auctioneer 
was Bear Stephenson, 
whose lively and 
enthusiastic delivery 
was enjoyed by all. 

In addition to the 
successful live and 
silent auctions, our 
supporters joined together to help ABR purchase an electric 
golf cart. This vehicle allows us to deliver food and supplies 
quietly and efficiently to the ABR cubs. It is essential that 
we limit human noises around the enclosures so that we 
avoid habituation to humans. 

The hard work of all who volunteered their time and 
talents was worth it, as the event was the best ever for ABR 
and the bears! Bear Necessities did indeed provide the 

needed necessities 
to give our cubs a 
second chance at a 
wild life. 

Many thanks to 
all of our sponsors, 
auction donors, 
guests, volunteers 
and others who 
made the night a 
great success!
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ABR held our biggest 
fundraiser of the year on 
September 21st at The Barn 
Event Center in Townsend. 
What a wonderful evening for 
ABR Cubs! All two hundred 
folks who attended agreed 
that it was a huge success! 
The weather was perfect – 
clear and cool, which was 
perfect for our indoor and 
outdoor venue. There were 
over 200 items in the silent 
and live auctions, so there was 
something for everyone. Our wonderful ABR volunteers 
monitored the silent auction tables, answering questions 
about specific items. 

Boogertown Gap provided background music during the 
silent auction, causing many visitors to tap their toes and 
hum along with their 
Appalachian music. 
The food was absolutely 
delicious, and displayed 
artistically. The Barn 
chefs outdid themselves 
in preparing the “heavy 
hors d’oeuvres” that 
offered delights for every 
taste. The cheesecakes, 
hand crafted by a good friend of ABR, were unbelievable! 
It was hard to choose which one of over twenty flavors to 
sample. 

Sam Venable, a storyteller, 
humorist, and columnist for the 
Knoxville News- Sentinel, was 
the Master of Ceremonies for 

2012 Bear Necessities Bear-ly
Edibles and Auction 

Auctioneer Bear Stephenson

Bear Stephenson and ABR volunteer 
DiAnne Wilson

Guest Toni Loy-Stewart
Boogertown Gap- Ruth and Keith Barber

“Fund a Cause” - electric golf cart

Assistant Curator Rick Noseworthy 
and wife, Pam

Curator Coy Blair and wife, Amber

Master of Ceremonies, 
Sam Venable

2012 Bear Necessities Sponsors
Blackwood Insurance
Blount Gastroenterology Assoc., PC
CORE Benefits and Investments
DENSO
Dana and Rick Dodd
Five Oaks Development Group
Fox Toyota Chevrolet
Friends of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park
Infosystems
Kramer-Rayson
KenJo Markets
Debbie and Joe Matteo
Ron and Linda Nutt
Linda Ogle
Senator Doug Overbey
Parkside Cabin Rentals
Clyde and Katherine Peery
Representative Bob Ramsey
Representative Art Swann
Jon Taylor of Neace Lukens Insurance
Diandra and Tom Trotter
Townsend Village Market IGA
Taylor and Kristi Weatherbee

Sponsors in Kind
Alexander Graphics
Mark and Jan Bailes
The Barn Event Center of the Smokies
Bear Stephenson Realty and Auction
Boogertown Gap
Calhoun’s
Danny Davis Electrical Contractors
Hart Graphics
Green Hills Wine Shoppe
Morton Massey
Ogle Tree Service
Ed and Charlsie Owens

2012 Cub Guardians
BB&T
Maribel Koella
Mountain Brothers General Store
Betty Jones & Bud Hopkins
LeConte Lodge
Philip Wilson
Emily Sue Richardson
Wil Trohanis
Moonshine Ridge Country Store
The Standard at the Smith House
David Patterson
Robert Dugan
Natalie Hnatusko of Tom James Company
Kailee Henson
Jay O’Leary of Aflac
Ben & Jerry’s Gatlinburg
Venesa and Steve Torres
Betty and Jimmie Cain
Dr. and Mrs. Mac Weathers
Brenda Therry
Laura and Scott Kirkham
Melody and Dennis Silverberg
Jan and Rob Link
Kayla and Katelyn Mantell
Phil Corrao of OneAmerica
Michael Boone Family
Chris White of Sun Life Financial
Grady Marks
Jamie Noe
Mary Ellen Cassidy
Todd and Cindy Hester
John and Sara Berry
Ellie Doughty
Marilyn and Michael Anderson
Dr. Howard and Mrs. Jan Smith
Marvin and Jimmie Eaves
Ron and Barb Penn
The Honorable Gary Wade
Sandra P’Pool
Ed and Darlene St. Clair
Jim and Delois Grooms
Robert and Pat Watson

Robert Van Hook
Heather Ripley
Marji Barron
The Wildernest Inn
Dr. Ronald and Charlotte Graham
Jim and Linda Rose
Byron and Paula Begley
Gretchen and Ted Gugler
Christine Gerli of MetLife
Dr. Herman and Mrs. Joan Heck
Rudolph and Laurie Ekstein
Anne Patrick
Anne Allison and Kathy Sherrard
Tom and Bev Brosch
Katherine Brett
Eric Anderson
Zeki Gunay
The Honorable Don and Mrs. Martha Sundquist
Washington Dry Cleaners, Maryville, TN


