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Townsend facility changes name to Appalachian

Bear Rescue

by Brent Tolman, of The Daily Times Staff

The Maryville Daily Times
August 17, 2006

KNOXVILLE -- Would you kill to see a bear?

Think bears are grumpy? Try one that needs a
root canal.

These are just a couple of the statements printed
on posters by Appalachian Bear Rescue in a
press conference held Wednesday at the
Knoxville Zoo.

The zoo is home to Ursula, a black bear brought
to ABR several years ago. The meeting was held
to announce the summer Appalachian Bear
Center has changed its name to Appalachian
Bear Rescue.

Jack Burgin, president of ABR, said the change is
an effort to clear up any confusion over the
purpose of the nonprofit organization.

~"It's not a place for the public to come and
observe bears," Burgin said.

ABR began in 1996 with the goal of rehabilitating
orphaned or injured black bear cubs and
eventually releasing them. The organization is in
the process of releasing its 77th bear. ABR also
aims to educate the public about how to protect
bears.
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~~The main thing is: Don't feed the bears," said

H'Dt hUmE I:or Lisa Stewart, curator for ABR. |
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simi BRIAN WILLIAMS dental problems," Stewart said.

According to the informational posters provided by ABR, bears lured
into human territory are in danger of being hit by cars or killed by
hunters. Going too close to a bear cub may potentially scare its mother
away leaving it orphaned.

~“Normally when you see a bear cub, the mother is not far away,"
Stewart said.

~TIf they're trying to take a picture of a bear, do it in an appropriate
way," Burgin said. ~ ~Use a long telephoto lens on a tripod and be
patient. The best way is to not have them notice you.

~~We don't want to force ourselves on them, and we don't want them
forcing themselves on us," Stewart said. ~ “They're in this area and will
always be around."

If a person sights a bear they should leave them alone and call either
ABR for information or Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency. The
agency has officers trained in relocating the bears.

Burgin also announced that ABR will be launching ~ ~Pears for Bears," a
way for the public to help feed the organization's 12 cubs and bears
with backyard fruit. Pears or apples can be donated at The Village
Market in Townsend or at the entrance to the Knoxville Zoo.

~~Cubs eat hundreds of pounds of food a day," Stewart said.

By helping to keep them on a natural diet, the bears are more likely to
forage for this food when they are released.

~~“Run for the Bears" will be held Aug. 19 at Boyds Bear Country in
Pigeon Forge. This is an annual 5K run to benefit the mission of ABR.

The organization has also launched a donor program to educate the
public about bear safety and allow people to help support ABR either

through donations or volunteering.

~~We're expecting a lot of bears in the fall," Burgin added.

Rate this story Low High

Current rating: O by O users - View Top Rated stories

L print this Email this ) Blog this IM this



MORE FROM THE MARYVILLE DAILY TIMES

The Maryville Daily Times Section Front

= Knox man robbed

- Bid awarded on Townsend bike trail

- Fire board approves raises

= The Maryville Daily Times Section Front

Add The Maryville Daily Times headlines to your news reader:

[ Windows Live [ [IE MY Yool | (B3 Bloglines | ({3 Add to Coogle | LM
= More RSS feeds from MSNBC.com

- Israel defends raid on Hezbollah - Video: Ugly side of beauty pageants

« Ramsey suspect to fly to U.S. Sunday - Video: Paris Hilton overrated

= 4 U.S. soldiers killed in Afghanistan = Video: GOP losing security moms?
- Blast rocks new Turkish pipeline = Video: Will my gel bra beep?
- Tiger in hunt at wide-open PGA - Vote: Do you believe Karr's

confession?

SPONSORED LINKS Get listed here

Maryville Refinance Rates Fall

Compare free quotes from 4 lenders. Lower your monthly payments. Bad credit OK. No
obligation. We make banks compete for your business! Refinance with a trusted and
reputable lender.

www.QuotesCompete.com

Free Drew Bennet Jersey
Complete sponsor offers and get a free Bennet Titans jersey!
www.ontheweb-offer.com

Free Tennessee NCAA Football Jersey
Complete sponsor offers and get this Tennessee football jersey free!
www.onlinerewardcenter.com

150k Loan for 483/month - Tennessee
Refinance and save $1,000s! Compare up to 4 free quotes. All credit types accepted!
www.pickamortgage.com

Refinance Rates as Low as 2.9% - TN
Up to 4 free quotes. Compare and choose the best rate! No obligation. Bad credit OK!
www.homeloantrust.com

Cover | U.S. News | World News | Business | Sports | Tech/Science | Entertainment | Travel | Health | Blogs Etc. | Weather | Local News

Newsweek | Today Show | Nightly News | Dateline NBC | Meet the Press | MSNBC TV

About MSNBC.com | Newsletters | RSS | Podcasts | Help | News Tools | Jobs at MSNBC.com | Contact Us | Terms & Conditions | Privacy
© 2006 MSNBC.com

© 2006 Microsoft MSN Privacy Legal Advertise Feedback | Help



